
Let’s Talk! Interprofessional Dialogue at the 
Intersections of Religion, Diversity, and Healthcare

8:30 a.m. − 4:30 p.m., Thursday, March 28, 2013
Faculty of Social Sciences Building, Room 5028

120 University
University of Ottawa

The one day workshop is mainly structured around two moderated panel discussions with 
time for audience engagement after each panel. Topics include: public understanding of 
what it means to be dead and its cultural and religious implications; Aboriginal women's 
experiences of spirituality; student selection in medicine to care for a diverse population; 
religious plurality in the context of home health; clinical perspectives on mental illness of 
refugee populations in Canada; and the role of spirituality in health care for African 
Canadians. This event is preceded by a professional  development workshop for graduate 
students: Researching Religion: Health Care as Laboratory on Wednesday, March 27, 2013. 

Speakers
Sam D. Shemie, MD
Medical Director, Extracorporeal Life Support Program, Montreal Children's Hospital, McGill 
University Health Centre. Professor, Pediatrics, McGill University. The Bertram Loeb Chair in 
Organ and Tissue Donation, Faculty of Arts, University of Ottawa. 
Roanne Thomas, PhD
Canada Research Chair in Qualitative Health Research with Marginalized Populations and 
Associate Professor, School of Rehabilitation Sciences, University of Ottawa. 

Moderator

Attendance is free, but places are limited and registration required. R.S.V.P. at 
*The workshop will be held in English.

Saleem Razack, MD 
Pediatric Intensivist and Associate Professor, Pediatrics, McGill University. Assistant Dean of 
Admissions, Equity, and Diversity, Faculty of Medicine, McGill University. 

Sheryl Reimer-Kirkham, PhD, RN
Professor and Director of the Graduate program, School of Nursing, Trinity Western University in 
Langley, B.C. 
Kevin Pottie, BSc, MD, MClSc, FCFP
Associate Professor, Family Medicine and Epidemiology & Community Medicine, University of 
Ottawa. Principal Scientist, C.T. Lamont Primary Health Care Research Centre, Elisabeth 
Bruyère Research Institute, and the Centre for Global Health, Institute of Population Health.  
Josephine Etowa, PhD, RN
Associate Professor and Loyer DaSilva Research Chair in Public Health Nursing, Faculty of Health 
Sciences, University of Ottawa. 

Louisa Taylor
Senior writer, the Ottawa Citizen. 

Organizer: Dr. Rukhsana Ahmed, Department of Communication, with funding from the 
Religion and Diversity Project and sponsorship from the Loeb Chair and Research 
Consortium in Organ and Tissue Donation, Faculty of Arts, University of Ottawa. 


