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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

 

OLIP Launches a New Project on “Strengthening Collaboration to 

Collect and Use Race-Based Sociodemographic Data” 
 

Ottawa, November 30, 2020: The Ottawa Local Immigration Partnership (OLIP) is very pleased 

to launch a new project on strengthening collaboration to collect and use race-based 

sociodemographic data. Funded by the Ottawa Community Foundation, the project will support 

the OLIP partnership to strengthen organizational capacities to collect and use socio-

demographic data disaggregated by race, country of origin and other key variables in the 

context of COVID-19 and beyond.  

Through its Health and Wellbeing Sector Table and Equity Ottawa Partnership, OLIP has been 

engaged on this problem which the COVID-19 pandemic has magnified and brought to the 

forefront. In fact, evidence documented in various sources demonstrates that the COVID-19 

pandemic has a disproportionate impact on immigrant and racialized populations, including 

African, Caribbean and Black (ACB) and South Asian communities. Members of these 

communities are more likely to be exposed to the risk and impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic 

due to social determinants of health and barriers in accessing health care. The problem is 

worsened by the fact that even for those who can access health care disaggregated health data 

are not routinely collected, yet they are essential for understanding the scope and nature of the 

problem and identifying and monitoring solutions. 

The project will help fill this gap by strengthening collaboration among Ottawa’s public sector 

agencies and non-profit organizations in effectively identifying and tracking disparities in risk of 

COVID infection facing immigrants and racialized populations, monitoring health outcomes of 

these populations, and tailoring health and social interventions to the needs of specific 

population groups. The project will also help strengthen evidence-based planning and decision-

making, targeted programming and monitoring, and reporting and accountability over the 

longer term. 

https://www.ocf-fco.ca/
https://www.allianceon.org/news/Letter-Premier-Ford-Deputy-Premier-Elliott-and-Dr-Williams-regarding-need-collect-and-use-socio
https://www.allianceon.org/news/Letter-Premier-Ford-Deputy-Premier-Elliott-and-Dr-Williams-regarding-need-collect-and-use-socio
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Specifically, the project will involve the following three activities: 

 Mobilizing partnership of city-level organizations to develop and share knowledge on 

how partners collect race-based data, identify effective standards and practices, and 

build capacities for the collection and use of sociodemographic data. 

 Compiling research, collecting evidence and sharing knowledge on how COVID-19 

disproportionately affects local immigrant and racialized populations, and to identify 

supports needed.  

 Building the capacity of partners to engage communities in the collection and analysis of 

race-based data and raising public awareness on the importance of collecting 

disaggregated data. 

For more information about this project and other OLIP initiatives, please contact: 

 

Jean-Pierre Niyitanga  

OLIP Communications and Events Officer  

Email: jean-pierre@olip-plio.ca   

Hindia Mohamoud  

OLIP Director 

Email: hindia@olip-plio.ca  

 

### 

Backgrounder 
 
The Ottawa Local Immigration Partnership (OLIP) is a partnership of 60 organizations working together 

to attract, settle and integrate immigrants in Ottawa. Founded in 2009 by the City of Ottawa and Local 

Agencies Serving Immigrants (LASI), and initiated through a Canada-Ontario agreement with core 

funding from Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada, OLIP brings together settlement agencies, 

municipal bodies, health service providers, social service agencies, school boards, universities and 

colleges, employment service providers, employer associations, and immigrant civic organizations and 

individuals with a shared vision to create a vibrant, prosperous and inclusive capital that is strengthened 

by the contributions of immigrants. OLIP convenes partners, catalyzes community planning and action, 

generates and applies research and knowledge, and spearheads collaborative action, guided by the 

partnership’s strategic priorities as set out in the Ottawa Immigration Strategy.  

 

Following the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic and announcement of public health measures by all 

levels of government, OLIP has engaged with partners within the framework of its Health & Wellbeing 

Sector Table. The Sector Table serves as a forum for local planning and collective action to support the 

health and wellbeing of immigrants. The Sector Table has collectively identified nine priorities for 

collaborative action to mitigate the unique health and wellbeing risks facing immigrants, refugees, and 

racialized populations in the COVID-19 context. One of these action priorities is to support key 

institutions to collect and use socio-demographic data that are disaggregated by race, immigration 

status and other key variables. 
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